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elimination of the means and needs of national and inter-
national conflicts. It may be a great lag in my nature, but
it will always be impossible for me to be pessimistic. I
have never found it possible to believe that the future will
not be infinitely more glorious than the past. I do not believe
that the world with its keynote of civilization is dead, that
humanity has been altogether betrayed. Therefore, in a mood
of hope, I welcome to this Conference all the delegates from
abroad.
From Great Britain, only Mr. Hermon Oulcl and Mr.
Forster have been able to come. I arn glad that, in spite of
every difficulty and discouragement, Mr. Forster was able to
obtain ' a passage to India,' his great novel proving prophetic
in this respect! Of course, we have not yet stabilized the
world, we have not quite done with the difficulties of the old
world. We have, however, been able to get messages from
other English writers, who can only come to us in their spirit
and not in their body. I arn very hopeful that Mr. Quid and
Mr. Forster will have, and give us, a profitable time.
And there is a Polish lady, whose name I am going to
try to say, Mrs. Duszynska. She comes as a representative
of the Polish nation in the place of the lady who calls herself
Umadevi, but remains a Pole at heart and loves her country
and its ideals. Mrs. Duszynska is certainly most welcome to
this Conference.
The two Chinese delegates * who were expected to come,
could not come, perhaps for want of passage to India. It is
not their coming that matters so much, but we welcome, we
heartily welcome the spirit of China that is with us today.
As Sir Mirza said, these two countries, China and India, have
their destinies " closely linked," inevitably interlinked for
the future as they were interlinked in the past. We sent to
them once upon a time the greatest gift that one nation has
ever given to another: we sent to China the message of
Gautama Buddha, and therefore we cannot be alienated from
one another, no matter what the circumstances may be.
We welcome my old friend, Mr. Ralph Block, who has
been here as Head of War Information, and who is also a
* Prof. Lowe Ke-Lie and Prof. Fang Tung-Mei.